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@he Anti-Slavery Reporter. 


NOVEMBER—DECEMBER, 1907. 


[The Editor, whilst grateful to all correspondents who may be kind enough 
to furnish him with information, desires to state that he is not responsible for the 
views stated by them, nor for quotations which may be inserted from other journals. 
The object of the Reporter is to spread information, and articles are necessarily 
quoted which may contain views or statements for which their authors can alone be 
held responsible. ] 








Zanzibar Abolition. 


In response to inquiries made at the Colonial Office with regard to 
the abolition of the status of slavery on the coast-strip on the lst October 
last, and whether means had been taken to make the proclamation known to 
the slaves throughout the territory, we are officially informed that the 
Governor of the East Africa Protectorate telegraphed that the Ordinance had 
been duly published and appeared to have been well received. 


A copy of the Ordinance was subsequently sent to the Society by the 
courtesy of the Secretary of State. 


Text OF THE ORDINANCE FOR THE ABOLITION OF THE LEGAL Status or SLaverY 
THROUGHOUT THE East AFRICA PROTECTORATE 


WHEREAS it has been determined to abolish the Legal Status of Slavery 
throughout the Protectorate. Be it enacted by the Governor of the East Africa 
Protectorate with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council thereof :— 


1, This Ordinance may be cited as the Abolition of the Legal Status of Slavery 
Ordinance 1907. 


2. From and after the Ist day of October 1907, the Legal Status of Slavery 
shall be and remain abolished throughout the Protectorate, and all claims of 
whatever description made before any Court in the Protectorate in respect of 
the alleged relations of Master and Slave shall be referred to the District Court 
or to the Special Court, as the case may be, within the jurisdiction of which the 
case may arise, and shall be cognizable by that Court alone. 


3. From and after the Ist day of October 1907, a District Court or Special 
Court shaJl decline to enforce any rights claimed over the body, service, or 
property of any person on the ground that such person is a slave, but whenever 
any person shall claim that he is lawfully possessed of such rights other than 
rights over property in accordance with the law existing in the Protectorate 
immediately before the making of this Ordinance and has by this Ordinance been 
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deprived of them, and has suffered loss by such deprivation, then the Court shall 
serve or cause to be served upon the person making such claim a notice requir- 
ing him to appear at the Court on a date to be stated in such notice, but not within 
28 days of the date of such notice, to preve his claim. Provided however that a 
District Court or Special Court shall enforce, according to the law in force immedi- 
ately before the making of this Ordinance, any claim made by a master to or in 
respect of property belonging to him in the possession of his slave at the date in 
this Section first mentioned. 


4. Whenever a claim shall be made under the preceding Section the Court 
shall cause a notice written in Swahili and Arabic to be posted outside the Court 
building stating the name of the claimant, the name of the alleged slave in respect 
of whom the claim is made, and the day on which the claim will be heard, and 
calling upon any person or persons who may wish to oppose the claim to appear at 
the Court on the said day. Such notice shall be posted as aforesaid for not less 
than 28 days before the day fixed for the hearing of the claim. No Court fees shall 
be demanded by a District Court or Special Court in respect of any claim made or 
heard for compensation under this Ordinance. 


5. On the day appointed for the hearing of any claim under this Ordinance, 
or on any day to which the hearing may be adjourned, the Court shall take the 
evidence of the claimant, if he appears, and of his witnesses (if any) and shall hear 
aby person or persons who may appear to oppose the claim and take his or their 
evidence and the evidence of his or their witnesses (if any). 


6. If, after taking all the evidence produced by the claimant and the 
opponents (if any) to the claim, the Court is satisfied that a claimant was lawfully 
possessed of the rights claimed and has suffered loss by the deprivation of those 
rights occasioned by this Ordinance, it shall give judgment accordingly, and shall 
report to the Registering Officer that it deems the claimant entitled in considera- 
tion of the loss of such right and damage resulting therefrom to such pecuniary 
compensation as the Court may estimate to be a just and reasonable equivalent for 
their value, and the Registering Officer shall, save as hereinafter provided, then 
pay to the claimant the sum estimated by such Court. Provided however that the 
Court shall in no case award more than one hundred rupees as compensation for 
the loss of the services of a slave. 


7. If the claimant shall fail to satisfy the Court that his claim is wel] founded, 
the Court shall dismiss the claim and may order the claimant to pay the reasonable 


expenses of any person or persons who may have successfully opposed the claim, and . 


shall report to the Registering Officer accordingly. 


8. Every report sent to the Registering Officer under sections 6, 7 and 12 shall 
contain the following particulars (a) The serial number of the proceeding, and date ; 
(b) The name and residence of the claimant ; (c) The name and residence (if known) 
of the person in respect of whom the compensation is claimed ; (d) The amount 
of compensation if any awarded. 


9. (1) Any person who shall claim any right over the body, service, or 
property of any person on the ground that such person is his slave, 
knowing or having reason to believe that such person is not his 
slave, shall be guilty of an offence and shall on conviction be liable 
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to a fine not exceeding Rupees one thousand, or to imprisonment of 
either description for a term which may extend to one year, or to 
both. 


(2) Any person who shall knowingly abet within the meaning of the Indian 
Penal Code any person in the commission of an offence under the 
preceding Sub-Section, shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable 
to be punished with the punishment provided by that Sub-Section. 


10.. The Registering Officer shall not pay compensation under this Ordinance 
in any of the following cases :— 


(1) When the person to whom compensation is payable has been convicted 
of an offence under the preceding Section. 


(2) When compensation for the loss of rights in respect of the body, or 
service of a slave has already been awarded and paid to some other 
person who has satisfied a Court that he is the owner of such slave. 


(3) When he shall receive notice from any person that he has entered an 
appeal in the High Court against the decision and award of the 
District or Special Court and until he shall be notified that such 
appeal has been dismissed. 


(4) When it shall appear that compensation has been already paid under 
this Ordinance to the person in whose favour the award has been 
made in respect of the deprivation of any rights over the body, or 
service, of the same slave. 


11. (i) Any person making a claim under any of the provisions of this 
Ordinance and any person prejudiced by the decision of any District 
or Special Court in any matter arising under this Ordinance, whether 
he shall have been a person opposing a claim in the said Court or 
not, shall have the right to appeal from the decision of the District 
or Special Court to the High Court, provided that such appeal shall 
be entered within 45 days from the date of award. 


(ii) An appeal under the preceding Sub-Section shall be entered by 
sending to or depositing with the Registrar of the High Court a 
notice of appeal stating the grounds of appeal, and there shall be 
paid to the Registrar at the time of sending or depositing such 
notice a fee of Rs. 5. But the appeal shall not be deemed to have 
been entered until such notice and fee shall have been received by 
the Registrar. 


(iii) It shall not be necessary for the appellant to attend on the hearing of 
any such appeal unless the High Court shall otherwise order. 


12. (1) From and after the first day of October 1907, a District or Special 
Court shall not enforce any right claimed by a slave against his 
Master on the ground that he is a slave: Provided that whenever 
any slave shall complain to a Distriet or Special Court that he is 
unable by reason of age, ill-health or other infirmity to earn a living, 
and that his Master has refused to give him such support as he 
would be entitled by law to demand of him but for the provisions of 
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this Ordinance, the Court shall summon or cause to be summoned to 
the Court the alleged Master and shall after taking the evidence of 
the complainant and the alleged Master if he appears, and of such 
other person who may be called to give evidence in the matter, if 
satisfied that the complainant would but for the provisions of this 
Ordinance be entitled by law to be supported by the said Master 
and that the Master has refused to give him such support, award to 
the complainant such pecuniary compensation as may be a just and 
reasonable equivalent for the value of the right of which he has been 
deprived by this Ordinance. 


(2) The compensation awarded under the preceding Sub-Section may be in 
the nature of a lump sum or a monthly or yearly payment. 


(3) The Court shall send to the Registering Officer a report of every claim 
made under Sub-Section 1 of this Section, together with a copy of 
the award of the Court, and the Registering Officer shall then pay to 
the complainant the compensation (if any) awarded, and in aecord- 
ance as regards the time and manner of payment with the judgment. 


13. A Master shall not be entitled to any compensation for the loss of any right 
over the body, or service, of any slave to whom any compensation shall have been 
awarded under this Ordinance. 


14. The Registering Officer shall keep or cause to be kept a full and proper 
record of all reports sent to him under this Ordinance and a record showing the 
amount of compensation paid, the name of person to whom it has been paid, and of 
the person in respect of whom the compensation was awarded. 


15. Concubines shall not be deemed to be slaves for the purpose of this 
Ordinance, and nothing in this Ordinance shall alter the law relating to the rights 
and duties of concubines in force in the Protectorate at the date of this Ordinance. 
Provided, however, that in any case in which a concubine shall petition a District 
Court or Special Court for a dissolution of the relations existing between herself 
and her Master on the grounds of cruelty, such Court may, if the alleged cruelty 
shall have been proved to its satisfaction, grant such dissolution, and thereupon 
the Master shall cease to have any rights over the body, service or property of 
such concubine, but no compensation shall be paid to such Master for the loss of 
such rights. For the purpose of this Section the word “concubine ’’ shall mean a 
female member of the household who is an inmate of the harem. 


16. The Governor may authorise the Registering Officer to hold an additional 
District or Special Court in any District of the Protectorate for the purpose of 
hearing and determining any claim for compensation under this Ordinance. 


17. The Governor shall appoint an Officer to exercise and perform the powers 
and duties conferred and imposed upon the Registering Officer under this 
Ordinance. 

J. HAYES SADLER, Governor. 


The following resolution on the subject was passed by the Committee at 
their meeting on December 6th and was forwarded to the Colonial Office 
with the annexed covering letter. Resolved-— 
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“That the Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society desire to express their thanks to His Majesty’s Government for 
the important step which has been taken by the enactment of the 
Ordinance (No. 7, of 1907) for the abolition of the legal status of slavery 
throughout the East Africa Protectorate. They rejoice that the law 
relating to slavery in the ten-mile coast-strip has now at length been 
brought into harmony with that which prevails in the rest of the 
mainland Protectorate, where slavery is absolutely forbidden, thereby 
remedying an anomalous condition of things against which the British 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society has protested for many years. 


“The Committee regret, however, to observe that by Clause 15 con- 
cubines are vxcluded from the benefits of the Ordinance and that: except 
when cruelty is proved the law in regard to them remains as before. 
As they are aware that the legalisation of concubinage only applies to 
the coast-strip, the Committee venture to express the hope that the 
exception contained in Clause 15, whereby inmates of the harem are 
retained in virtual bondage to their masters, is only a temporary 
measure designed to facilitate the introduction of the Ordinance, and they 
respectfully urge His Majesty’s Government to remove this Clause as 
soon as practicable and do away with the recognition of concubinage 
altogether, so putting the law in the coast-strip on a footing with that 
which obtains in all other territories containing Mahommedans, which 
are administered by Great Britain.” 


To the Unper-Secrerary or Srate, 


CononiaL OFFice. 
December 10th, 1907. 
Sir,—In further reference to your letter of the 19th ult., we beg, on 
behalf of the Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, to 
send you enclosed a copy of a resolution passed at their meeting on the 6th 
inst. in regard to the abolition of the legal status of slavery in the East 
Africa Protectorate. 


The Committee would be glad to know whether they are right in 
thinking that the Sultanate of Witu is included in the so-called “coast- 
strip” where the Mahommedan law as to domestic slavery has hitherto 
prevailed, and whether, therefore, “‘ the law relating to the rights and duties 
of concubines” remains in force in that Sultanate, as well as in the mainland 
dominions of the Sultan of Zanzibar. 


We venture again to call attention to the importance of the recent 
Ordinance being published in such a way as to come to the knowledge of the 
slaves throughout the territory (as mentioned in the letter from this office of 
October 9th), as the Committee have reason to know that the decree of the 
Sultan of Zanzibar in 1897 remained unknown to the slaves in the Islands of 
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Zanzibar and Pemba for a considerable time, owing to the absence of such 
publication. 
We have, etc., 
(Signed) T. Fowrett Buxton, President. 
Travers Buxton, Secretary. 


During his visit to Mombasa, Mr. Winston Churchill is reported as 
having referred to the subject of slavery at a public luncheon, held under 
the presidency of the Governor. 


It was, Mr. Churchill said, fully understood at home that since the 
British occupation many of the evil features of slavery had been removed, and 
that no actual inhumanity of any kind had taken place. There was, however, a 
great principle at stake. It was not possible that the stigma of slavery in any 

form should remain under the British flag—the flag of a people who had always 
been first in suppressing the ownership of one man over another, and it was 
with much pleasure that he heard the Governor express confidence that he 
would be able to carry out the abolition of slavery for all time without 
disturbance or hardship to individuals. 


ee. 
9° 


The Congo Question. 


Tue Committee recently addressed an appeal to the Government on the 
present position, which, with the reply, is printed below. 
October 15th, 1907. 


To the Right Hon. Sir Epwarp Grey, Bart., M.P., etc., ete., 
H.M. Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 





Sir,—We beg leave on behalf of the Committee of the British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society again to appeal to you, in regard to recent 
developments of the Congo Question, and the critical situation which is 
thereby created for all those who have the interests of the native population 
at heart. 


The Committee is aware that H.M. Government have been anxious 
throughout the course of this controversy in no way to hamper the Govern- 
ment and people of Belgium, who are most deeply concerned in this matter, 
in any action which they may think it right to take especially in reference to 
the annexation of the State; and that H.M. Government therefore declared 
their intention to wait for a reasonable tinte, until the new scheme for taking 
over the Congo State had been submitted to, the Belgian Parliament and 
people. The Government have, however, declared that a complete change of 
conditions on the Congo must be regarded as indispensable to any such scheme, 
that Great Britain has a moral responsibility under the Berlin Act, and that 
they are-not prepared to wait indefinitely. 
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The Committee has seen, with deep concern, that by the Convention of 
July 20th last, and the decree of the King-Sovereign of July 2ist, the Congo 
Free State has concluded an arrangement to transfer to a Company the 
territories included in the Domaine de la Couronne, whereby vested rights are 
created, which will reserve that large portion of the Congo State in per- 
petuity under private control, and will render it impossible for Belgium to 
effect any reform in the treatment of the natives there. Again, in the 
Amendments of the Belgian Government to the Loi Urganique of 1901, which 
have been published and are now under consideration by the Parliamentary 
Commission, it is made plain that the whole executive, judicial; and financial 
powers in the Belgian Colonies are to be vested in King Leopold and in his 
nominees ; there is no mention therein of the rights of the natives, and:no 
provision is made for a change in the absolutist régime in the Congo State, 
which is the cause of the present deplorable state of affairs, which has so 
deeply shocked the conscience of this country. 


The Committee has noted the declaration of H.M. Government that the 
Congo Free State is bound by the terms of the Berlin Act, and that in case 


of annexation its successor would take over all the responsibilities imposed 
by that Act. 


The Committee begs earnestly to urge H.M. Government to make it clear 
to the Government of Belgium, now when the destinies of the enslaved 
natives of the Congo Free State are at stake, that no scheme of annexation, 
which makes it impossible for Belgium to insist on a complete change in the 
method of administration of the Congo Free State, can be recognised by 
‘Great Britain as satisfactory, and that no arrangement can be acceptable to 
H.M. Government and this country which does not provide for the just rights 
-of the natives of the Congo Free State to their land and its produce, and 
liberty in disposing of their labour. 


We have the honour, etc., 
(Signed) T. Fowsett Buxton, President. 
Travers Buxton, Secretary. 


Repty. 
Foreien Orrice, 


October 29th, 1907. 
GentLemex,—I am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge 
‘the receipt of your letter of the 15th inst. respecting the attitude of His 
Majesty’s Government towards the Congo question. 


Sir E. Grey does not think that any’ good purpose could be served by 
intervention on the part of His Majesty’s Government while the terms on 
which it is proposed that Belgium should take over the Independent State 
-are far from being ‘settled, and’when they are on the eve of being discussed 
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by the Belgian Parliament. As you are aware, however, the subject con- 
tinues to receive the most careful consideration at the hands of His Majesty’s 
Government, who are watching with attention the development of the 
negotiations between Belgium and the Congo State. 


I an, etc., 
(Signed) W. GLanauwey. 


The treaty of cession of the Congo State to Belgium, which has been: 
negotiated between the plenipotentiaries of the Belgian and Congo Govern- 
ments, has now been published, and is to go before the Parliamentary 
Commission for consideration before being discussed by the Belgian Chamber. 
The treaty includes schedules, and an important eeposé des motifs, perhaps the- 
most noteworthy part of which relates to the Fondations, including the 
Crown Domain which is to be administered by six persons and to be subject 
to the control of the Belgian Parliament. Thus far King Leopold appears to- 
have given way, but the yearly revenue is to be devoted “to purposes of 
public utility ” in the Congo and Belgium, such as those favouring maritime, 
colonial, artistic, educational and scientific works. The administrators are 
to provide for the erection of. hospitals, churches, schools, etc., and execute 
“philanthropic measures,” but we find no word of any radical change in tlie 
hateful system by which the revenues are now obtained. 

The fact that the profits of a large part of the Colony are not to be 
devoted to its benefit has been remarked by the Brussels Gazette as one which 
is sure to excite discussion. Further, although it is stated that the Crown 
Domain will not, from any point of view, constitute a State within the State, 
yet it is significantly added that the recognised rights of third parties are to 
be respected. The document is said to contain the eulogies of the condition. 
of the Congo and of the beneficence of the Sovereign which we expect in 
these official Congo papers. 


We greatly fear that any concession which the King has made to- 
constitutional objectors to his absolutism will but make the position of 
thoroughgoing reformers more difficult. For it must always be remembered 
that if annexation is to be carried out on right lines, in accordance with the 
terms of the Berlin Act, the present system must be destroyed and the- 
Belgian people must make large pecuniary sacrifices, and there is little sign 
of any party in Belgium being ready to face this. 


So also in regard to the Colonial Bill, which has for some weeks past 
been under consideration by the Parliamentary Commission in view of its 
presentation to the Belgian Chamber, we cannot see that the reported 
discussions give any prospect of thorough reform in case of annexation, 
although the advocates of Parliamentary control are said to have gained 
several of their points; certain modifications have been introduced into the 
Bill and some improvements have been effected in the position of the 
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judiciary. But these minor amendments do not really touch the main issue, 
aud it would be idle to expect it from the Belgian Government which 
supports King Leopold, who is the chief beneficiary of the present state of 
things. 


Meanwhile, at the time of our going to Press, the British Government 
still wait, before making any pronouncement, for the decision of Belgium, 
and, as will be seen from Sir E. Grey’s reply to the Anti-Slavery Society’s 
recent appeal, they think that intervention at this juncture would be 
inopportune. We are glad to learn from the Prime Minister’s reference to 
the subject at the Guildhall Banquet on Lord Mayor’s Day that the Govern- 
ment recognise the vital importance of the Congo administration being 


“ put on a footing which accords with that on which colonial territories are 
administered by other nations, and with the rights and treatment of natives in 
those territories, and which accords also with the treaty obligations under 
which the Congo State itself came into existence,”’ 


but we wish that he had made it clear that this country must refuse to 
recognise any annexation settlement by Belgium which does uot provide for 
reform on these lines. 


An impressive “Appeal to the Nation” appeared in the Press on 
November 7th signed by the Primate, the Presidents of the Free Church 
Council, the Congo Reform Association and the National Liberal Federation, 
by representative peers, members of Parliament, missionaries and others 
(including the Secretary of the Anti-Slavery Society). This document set 
forth a résumé of the history of the question and the chief reasons which 
justify “the popular demand advanced by all classes and sections in this country 
for the abrogation of the existing system of misrule on the Congo,” and 
expressed the hope that, if the appeal to the Powers should again fail, the 
. Government would take independent action to put a stop to a state of affairs 
which is a disgrace to humanity and a menace to civilisation. 


Some light has been thrown on the state of the Crown Domain, of which 
so little is known, by a report received from Mr. W. Cassie Murdoch, of the 
Baptist Mission at Bolobo, in the Upper Congo, in which he gave an account, 
which he assured Mr, Morel was “ unvarnished,” of a journey of 450 miles 
made this year through that great territory. Everywhere he found signs of 
depopulation caused by the raids of the State soldiers and the intolerable 
burden of the rubber tax, which demands a journey of 300 miles, there and 
back, every month, by the labourer in order to collect the required amount of 
rubber. Mr. Murdoch describes the hardships which the labourer has to 
undergo—the exposure in deep swamps infested by wild beasts, without 
shelter. The price paid for the rubber is nominal, and shortage is punished 
by cruel floggings and other punishments. 
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Mr. Murdoch ends by saying that, while individual acts of atrocity here 
have for the most part ceased, 


“the whole system is a vast atrocity involving the people in a state of un- 
imaginable misery. . . . It is not slavery as slavery was generally under- 
stood; it is not even.the uncivilised African’s idea of slavery.. There never 
was a slavery more absolute in its despotism or more fiendish in its tyranny.” 





eo 


Slave DZabour in Portuguese Wiest Africa. 


Tue system of slavery prevailing in Angola and the islands of San Thomé 
and Principe has been brought before the British public rather prominently 
lately owing to the meetings of the Liverpool] Chamber of Commerce (African 
Trade Section) which were held to consider the subject. At the first meet- 
ing, which took place at the end of September, Mr. H. W. Nevinson and Mr. 
M. Z. Stober described the slave labour employed on the cocoa plantations, 
and the trade in the. Hinterland of Angola, by which it was supplied, and 
after hearing them the Committee of the African Trade Section sent a tele- 
gram and a subsequent letter to the Foreign Office begging the Government 
to take steps to bring about the suppression of the system. At the same 
meeting they appealed to the great British cocoa firms to cease purchasing 
cocoa produced in the Portuguese islands. Three weeks later a special meet- 
ing of the Chamber of Commerce was held which was attended by representa- 
tives of the three cocoa firms of Messrs. Cadbury, Fry, and Rowntree, when 
Mr. W. A. Cadbury made a statement as to the position which the firms had 
taken up on this important matter. He spoke of the false impression which 
he believed had been created by the action of the Liverpool Chamber, that 
the English cocoa firms had done nothing but quietly acquiesce in the pro- 
duction of raw cocoa by slave labour, and proceeded to describe the steps 
taken by the firms since 1903 when Mr. Cadbury visited Lisbon and had 
interviews with the British Minister, the Portuguese Minister of the Colonies 
and influential planters, who denied the charges of slavery which had been 
brought, and challenged the cocoa firms to send out‘ their! own investigator, 
who could report to them at first-hand. Mr. Joseph Burtt was accordingly 
sent out, and spent about six months on San Thomé and Principe, visiting 
many of the plantations on both islands, and nearly a year on the mainland of 
Angola, where he visited the interior and thoroughly investigated the sub- 
ject. Mr. Burtt’s report had been handed to our Foreign Office, who under- 
took to present it to the Portuguese Government with inquiries as to what 
action they proposed to take. 


Mr. Cadbury gave the following shin dren of the present state of _— 
in San Thomé and Principe :— 
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“ Granting that the labour conditions on the islands are infinitely better 
than in some parts of the African Continent, that the best plantations are 
equipped with excellent hospitals, and medical attendance is free, that the 
hours of labour are not excessive, that the food is ample, that there exist on 
paper excellent regulations for the repatriation of the labourer—there still 
remains the unchallenged fact that, of the many thousands of men and women 
who have been brought from the mainland, nominally under contract for a short 
term of years, scarcely any have ever returned. The death-rate among these 
able-bodied labourers is very high, and the birth-rate disproportionately low. 
There is also no reason to doubt the evidence of reliable eye-witnesses of the 
gross cruelty attending the collection of this labour in the Hinterland of, 
Angola.” 


Mr. Cadbury stated that their investigation had cost the four firms con- 


-cerned some thousands of pounds and they had had to exercise much self- 


restraint in face of the scurrilous statements which had appeared in some 
newspapers reflecting on them. The Foreign Office had asked that until the 
Burtt report had been presented to the Portuguese Government nothing in 
the nature of an agitation should be carried on, and Mr. Cadbury expressed 
the fear that the action of the Liverpool Chamber in publicly denouncing the 
Portuguese might have accomplished what the Foreign Office had desired to 
avoid ; already it was reported from Portugal that considerable resentment 
against English action had been aroused. 


Referring to the request of the Liverpool Committee that the English 
firms should at once cease to purchase Portuguese cocoa, Mr. Cadbury said 
that, as large purchasers, they had undoubted influence, which they were now 


exercising with the Portuguese planters, but if they decided to buy no more 


they would have thrown away their chief weapon in the fight. The amount 
of San Thomé cocoa used here is about one-twentieth of the world’s supply, 
-and this would be readily absorbed by other nations, while the English firms 
would have given up the strong lever which their commercial interests gave 
them, and as manufacturers would no longer have any right to complain of 
-the Portuguese conditions of labour. 

The Foreign Office had expressed the opinion that it would be unwise for 
the present to take the extreme step of refusing to buy. 


Mr. W. A. Cadbury’s statement that they had throughout been in touch 
with the Anti-Slavery and Aborigines Protection Societies, and that they had 
‘thus far concurred with them in their course of action, seems to have been 
somewhat misunderstood in some quarters, and taken to mean that the 
-societies had been in some way consulted as to the policy of the firms in 
‘relation to the Portuguese cocoa. It may be explained that our Society has 
been kept informed this year as to the efforts which the cocoa firms have 
been making with the Foreign Office to bring the matter before the 
Portuguese Government, and the Committee felt that any independent 
-action on their part whilst negotiations were proceeding, even had it been 
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practicable, would have been unwise and ill-timed; they still await with 
interest the outcome of the representations made by our Government. The 
Anti-Slavery Society has given constant attention to this serious question for- 
some years past, and has endeavoured by communication with the Portuguese 
Legation (in 1902), with the British Minister at Lisbon, as well as with our- 
own Foreign Office, to take such steps as appeared practicable to expose 
these evils and get them put down. If the representations referred to- 
produce no result, it will then be the duty of all those interested in this. 
question to consider what further steps can usefully be taken towards bring- 
ing these wrongs to an end. 


We have received copies of a book relating to San Thomé, entitled The 
Boa Entrada Plantations, written by Senhor Monteira de Mendonga, the- 
owner of the estate named, and published in Edinburgh. The work is an 
avowed defence of the system of native labour pursued in San Thomé in 
general and the author’s plantation in particular, which is said to testify to- 
“the sincerity of Portugal’s humane and civilising plans,” while the trans- 
lator declares in his preface that this testimony has especial value now 
“when impressions to the contrary have obtained currency and credit in 
other quarters.” 


Mr. Nevinson’s statement that the recruitment of native labour for the 


plantations is nothing but slavery is characterised as audacious and malevo-. 


lent, while the efforts of the Anti-Slavery Society and the Aborigines Pro- 
tection Society to induce the British Government to intervene are said to. 
have contained “inane” charges. The writer falls into an odd error when 
he states that among the illustrious foreigners who have visited San Thomé. 
and approved the system, was the President of the Aborigines Protection 


Society, who returned “terribly disappointed”! We are assured that the- 


recruiting for the plantations is carried on according to rigid rules and 
laws and by means of regular contracts. But Mr. Nevinson has described 
how these rules are ignored, and how the contracts work out in actual 
practice. He and others who have reported on this subject have admitted 
that the conditions on paper are admirable; plenty of regulations exist, but 
they are not carried out. The “choice” and “freedom” of the recruited 
labourer are a myth, and his consent is simply taken for granted. 


The author admits that the native must be made to work, and in so- 


saying he gives away his case, so far as we are concerned. He declares that 
“the formula adopted for the agreements of the native labourers in the Portu- 


guese colonies tallies with the principles of civilisation and humanity,” for~ 


‘‘the native enters freely into his contract.” ‘I'he evidence does not allow us 


to accept this premiss. Those who have investigated conditions of labour- 


in Angola know that the contract is a sorry farce and there is nothing 


voluntary about it. The Portuguese officials, who do not know the native- 
language, ask certain questions through an interpreter, and the labourers’ 
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assent is a matter of course. What can they do but reply as they are told > 
Mr. Nevinson’s description, in A Modern Slavery, of the scene before the 
Curador at Benguela, into whose presence the slaves are herded in gangs by 
the official agent, will be remembered. 


Everything, he tells us, is correct. 

“They are ranged up, and in accordance with the Decree of January 29, 
1903, they are asked whether they go.willingly as labourers to San Thomé. No 
attention of any kind is paid to their answer. Not the slightest notice would. 
be taken of a refusal.” 


We fail to see anything in such “contracts” which can have any. 
“civilising value.” 


Much of the volume before us is taken up with a description of the Boa 
Entrada Estate, its cultivation, the plant and machinery employed, the food 
supplied to the natives, the dwellings, sanitary arrangements, hospital accom- 
modation, etc., all of which are characterised in terms of eulogy. Medical. 
reports are added in which it is admitted that in spite of all the provisiom 
made for the sick, the rate of mortality is high owing to bad climatic con- 
ditions and the prevalence of anemia, dysentery and pneumonia, which are 
said to be brought on largely by alcoholism and geophagy among the- 
labourers. In a mortality report for the two years from July, 1903 to July,. 
1905, anemia is officially assigned as the cause of 36 out of the 143 deaths 
among natives, besides 27 put down as “ undiagnosed,’ and five as due to. 
“‘ general progressive debility.” Nostalgia is also mentioned as a commom 
cause of sickness. This tells its own clear tale; anemia we remember was. 
described by a medical officer on the plantation to Mr. Nevinson as due to 
tristeza, unhappiness. Home-sickness is a very real thing among Africans. 
The now well-known facts of the slave trading by which the victims of the. 
system are obtained ure not dealt with at all, and it is really too late for 
Portuguese apologists to assure the world that their labour system in West. 
Africa is a model of humanitarianism and the best that can be devised. It 
is idle to talk of “the note of elegance and good taste” in the buildings, of 
the artistic eye of the proprietor, of “the laborious population, after the 
day’s work is done, taking its ease in the hypnotising silence of the warm 
night” and so forth. All who look beneath the surface to the inner reality 
and meaning, know that the system is one of slavery, and the people of 
Angola themselves recognise it as such. For at least a quarter of a century 
the system has been working. Nothing is changed, in spite of the Berlin and 
Brussels Acts. It is high time that, at the least, the facts should be clearly 
recognised. 

As we go to Press we have received from Mr. W. A. Cadbury an important 
statement regarding his recent visit to Lisbon and interview with the Cocoa 
proprietors ip the Portuguese Islands. A lengthy conference took place on 
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Nov. 28th, between Mr. Cadbury and Mr. J. Burtt, and a committee of the 
planters. Mr. Cadbury, after referring to Mr. Burtt’s report, and the 
practicability of getting labour under conditions of free contract and free 
‘repatriation, said :— 


* Much as we should regret to lose the opportunity of buying your excel- 
lent cocoa, and even knowing it would entail to us financial loss, speaking at 
least for my own firm, our conscience would not allow us to go on purchasing 
raw material for our business, unless we are assured that in future it is to be 
produced by free labour.” 


In the planters’ statement of defence they announce their intention to 
apply a fund of about £100,000 to repatriating the labourers, and their belief 
that irregularities in the present system of recruiting are to be personally 


investigated early in next year by the “Chief of Staff” of the Colonial 
Minister. 


It is stated further, that our Foreign Office has received promises of 
substantial reforms from the Portuguese Government, and the Colonial 
Minister has authorised the statement that the Government intends at once 
to make a thorough investigation in Angola; the present irresponsible re- 
cruiting agents are to be replaced by a proper Government system, and 
repatriation is to be secured. 


Messrs. Cadbury view the results of the Government’s representations 
with satisfaction, and, having left the matter with the Foreign Office, they 
‘express confidence in the definite pledge of the Portuguese Government to 
institute lasting reforms. 





In reference to the paragraph which appeared in the last issue of the 
Anti-Slavery Reporter about Mr. Pienaar, a former Boer General, the Com- 
mittee of the Anti-Slavery Society having been informed that it has been 
used in a way which was not intended, the Editor wishes to state that 
this reference to facts which had appeared in the daily Press was in no sense 
meant to-serve as a testimonial for the gentleman named, and that any such 
ase was wholly unauthorised and without foundation. 


.) 
*° 
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Slave Trade in Central Africa. 


Tue following letters have passed between the Anti-Slavery Society and the 
Foreign Office in regard to the slave traffic which is said to be carried on on the 
borders of the French and Anglo-Egyptian Soudan, as described in our last 
issue :— 

October 7th, 1907. 


To the Right Hon. Sir Epwarp Grey, Bart., M.P., etc., ete., 
H.M. Principal Secretary of ‘State for Foreign Affairs. 


Sir,—The attention of the Committee of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society has lately been directed by a French Corresponding Member 
to a traffic in slaves which is carried on by the brotherhood of the Senoussi 
in French territory in Central Africa, and on the border of the Egyptian 
Soudan, along the trade route which extends from Wadai and Darfour in the 
south, through the desert by way of Wanyanga to the Oasis of Koufra and 
Djaraboub, northward into Tripoli. It is stated that the slaves are raided in 
French and Anglo-Egyptian territory and sold to the Senoussi dealers in 
exchange for firearms and ammunition brought from the north. 


The subject is referred to in a French newspaper, La Dépéche Coloniale, 
for July 31st last, which contains the views of an officer, Captain Mangin, 
who has effected an important exploration of the country to the north-east of 
Lake Tchad and the north of Wadai; the articles are illustrated by maps of 
the districts referred to. The officer contends that the importation of arms, 
which has often been reported by French officials, constitutes a grave danger 
both to the British and French occupation. 


The chief slave markets are at Abecher, in French, and El Fasher, in the 
Anglo-Egyptian spheres of influence. The caravans of slaves starting from 
these two points travel to Wanyanga, where they unite, and thence go north 
by the route described. Some are said to be employed by the Senoussi to 
cultivate palm trees in the Koufra oasis and at Djaraboub, while many are 
taken into Tripoli, whence they are exported to Constantinople and other 
Turkish ports. It is stated that between the districts whence they are raided 
and their delivery to the dealers, a full third of the victims of the trade die 
en route owing to the hardships of the journey. The British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society often receives reports from Tripoli of the export trade 
in slaves through the Anti-Slavery Society of Italy, which has agents there - 
who endeavour to check it, and my Committee has on several occasions 
addressed letters to H.M. Government about this traffic carried on from the 
Tripoli ports contrary to the provisions of the Brussels Act. 


I beg leave to call your attention to the extracts enclosed, one being from 
the newspaper mentioned above, and a second from a paper read by Captain. 
Mangin to the Paris. Geographical Society on the Borkou territory, in which 
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he emphasised the point that the evil affects both the Anglo-Egyptian and 
French spheres of influence and can only be put down by concerted action of 
ithe two Powers. 


It is said that fighting is perpetually going on on the north-east frontiers 
of the French Soudan and of the Anglo-Egyptian Soudan in consequence of 
the raiding which the tribes of Wadai and Darfour are obliged to carry on 
in order to keep up a supply of slaves for the slave dealers. In the last 
report of Lord Cromer on the Soudan (Egypt, No. 1, 1907) his Lordship 
probably refers to this traffic when he states that : 


“A good deal of slave traffic appears to be going on in the north-west 
corner of the Bahr-el-Ghazal province. Many slaves, both male and female, 
have been brought across the frontier of the French Congo and imported into 
Kordofan and Darfour.” 


I am directed by my Committee respectfully to ask that the attention of 
H.M. representative in the Sondan may be drawn to this reported raiding 
and the slave trade carried on by the Senoussi, and to express the hope that 
it may be found possible to take some steps in concert with the French 
-authorities to deal with these evils in conformity with the provisions of the 
Berlin and Brussels Acts. 

I have the honour, etc., 
(Signed) Travers Buxton, Secretary. 


The first of the extracts enclosed with this letter related to the growing 
‘unrest and aggressiveness among the people of Wadai. A recent letter from 
one French officer to another in Wadai warned him that fresh attacks must 
be looked for, as the Sultan was using most of his resources in getting arms 
and ammunition, which reached him from Tripoli, Egypt and Koufra. The 
slave raids from Wadai into French territory were caused by the 
demand for arms, for which were bartered slaves and eunnchs—there being 
manufactories for the latter at Abecher. 


Darfour is an equally important and aggressive State with Wadai, and 
the French writer says that if their troops are advanced on that side they 
will then come into collision with Darfour, and the situation will be made 
more difficult. An Anglo-French entente is necessary in order that 
simultaneous action may be taken on the part of both nations. 


In the second extract, it was stated that the English, through their posts 
on the Nile and in Kordofan, prevent the slave trade from being carried on in 
exchange for arms imported from Egypt into Darfour and Wadai. But on 
the other hand, the Senoussi use the Koufra-Wanyanga road, which divides 
at Wanyanga, leading in one direction to Darfour, and in the other to Wadai, 
for the introduction of rifles of 1874 pattern, and cartridges which cost hardly . 
more in North Africa than in Europe (five francs). These firearms, which 
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make it possible for these two strong States to arm in anticipation of an 
European attack, constitute the object of a most profitable trade. They are, 
in fact, paid for by the trade in slaves, of whom a great part die even before 
they reach Abecher or El Facher, having been raided on French and British 
territory. By this shameful exchange of arms and slaves a state of war is 
kept up on the Anglo-French boundaries of the Soudan and the Shari. 


Foreign OFFice, 
November 1st, 1907. 

Sr1r,—I am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 7th ultimo, respecting the traffic in slaves which you 
have learnt is being carried on in French territory in Central Africa and the 
export of slaves from Tripoli. 

I am to state that the matter is engaging the attention of His Majesty’s 
Government. 

I am, etc., 


(Signed) W. Lancuey. 
The Secretary to the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society. 


We learn from the Bulletin of the French Anti-Slavery Society that, in 
reply to a communication submitted to the French Colonial Minister on this 
subject, M. Millits-Lacroix wrote that a report had been received by the 
department from the Commandant of the Tchad Military District, stating 
that the repression of the slave trade had been specially kept in view by this 
officer of late, and certain definite measures had been taken to this end. Thus 
the commanders of districts in which the traffic was especially rife had been 
ordered to keep a close watch on persens placed with the inhabitants under 
contract, and to stop caravans of pilgrims suspected of containing slaves, and 
send back the slaves to their homes or see that they were cared for. The 
slave trade has been officially abolished in Baguirmi since April, 1903. 


KA 
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Slavery Case in Lagos. 


THE following satisfactory reply was received from the Colonial Office to the 
suggestion which our Committee submitted to them on this matter :— 





Downine Srreet, 
28th September, 1907. 
Sir,—I am directed by the Earl of Elgin to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 13th of September, and in reply to state that the Governor 
of Southern Nigeria has reported the issue of instructions that all cases 


involving the relation of slave and master are to be tried in the presence of 
a British officer. 


I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 


R, L. Anrrosus. 
The Secretary, British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society. 
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The Abolition of Slavery in Barotseland. 


Ir will be remembered that rather more than a year ago an address was. 
forwarded to the Chief Lewanika on behalf of the Anti-Slavery Society 
congratulating him on the proclamation which he had issued for the 
liberation of all the slaves and the suppression of slave-trading in his 
country. The letter was forwarded through the British South Africa 
Company, and, in response to inquiry recently made, we learn from informa- 
tion sent by the Acting Administrator of North-Western Rhodesia at 
Livingstone that the Society’s address was sent under cover of a letter from 
Mr. Coryndon (the Administrator) to Lewanika, and was personally delivered 
by the District Commissioner at Lealui, ‘who explained the reason for the 
honour to the Chief.” 





ee. 
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FntieSlaverp Congress at Rome. 


An Anti-Slavery Congress, convened by the Italian Anti-Slavery Society, took 
place in Rome on December 3rd, 4th, and 5th last. In response to a most 
courteous and pressing invitation from the officials of the Society in Italy 
that the British Society, as the “elder sister” of theirs, would.appoint a 
representative to attend the Congress, the Committee asked Mr. J. G. 
Alexander, their senior member, who has a large experience of such inter- 
national gatherings, if he could see his way to accept the invitation, and on 
receiving his assent gladly appointed him as their delegate. 


We learn from Mr. J. G. Alexander that he has attended the meetings of 
the Congress, where he was most kindly received by the President, 
Comm. Filippo Tolli, and the Secretary, Comm. Simonetti, who expressed 
to him their appreciation of the co-operation of our Society in flattering 
terms. We hope that we may be able in our next issue to publish a short 
account of Mr. Alexander’s impressions of the Congress from his pen; 
meanwhile it may be interesting to know the chief subjects which have been 
under discussion. 


Letters were read at the opening of the Congress from Cardinal Merry 
del Val, conveying the approval of the Pope, and from Signor Tittoni, the 
Italian Foreign Minister, who assured the Society that he should follow with 
care the labours of the Congress, with a view to giving effect as far as 
possible to its aims. 


Comm. Simonetti read an important paper on the. first day on the 
slavery question in Tripoli, and both this and another paper on the work of 
the Italian Society during the past five years gave a very favourable im- 
pression of the excellent work done by the Society’s agents in various ports 
of the Mediterranean, both east and west of Tripoli; . these agents, who are 
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all unpaid (except for out of-pocket expenses), devote time, labour and money 
to the discovery and rescue of slaves carried from one port to another across 
the Mediterranean. ‘The Congress also met in the afternvon in sections, in 
order to prepare resolutions to be brought before the whole Congress, at one 
of which the abuse of the lettres d'affranchissement granted to slaves by the 
Turkish authorities was discussed—a deeply important problem which has 
been earnestly taken up by the Italian Society and one which we hope the 
resolution of the Congress will do something towards solving. 

On the second day the members of the Congress were received by the 
Pope. The officers of the Congress (among whom Mr. Alexander was 
included as a Vice-President, along with Baron du Teil, the Secretary of the 
French Anti-Slavery Society) first had a private audience, and were each 
presented to the Pope. Subsequently the Pope made a lengthy speech to 
the general assembly of the Congress in an adjoining room. 


oe 
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Slave Trading in Morocco. 


Tue Anti-Slavery Society recently received through a correspondent in 
Morocco information on the above subject, which was communicated to the 
Foreign Office. ‘The following is the correspondence which has taken 
place :— 
Oct. 28, 1907 
To the Right Honourable Sir Epwarp Grey, Bart., M.P., etc., ete. 


Sir,—I am directed by my Committee to inform you that particulars 
have recently reached them from a correspondent in Mogador of slave trading 
in Morocco which they desire to place before you. The correspondent states 
that he learned at the end of last July that the Shaik Ma El Ainin who 
lives at Wad Smara, between Adrar and Cape Juby, was at that time near 
to Wad Noon on his way to Fez, where his custom is to visit the Sultan once 
in every two years. .This Shaik, he states, is accompanied by a horde of 
wild men of the desert, or “ blue men” as they are called, and Wad Smara, 
the Shaik’s home, is simply a depot of slaves. Every time the Shaik 
goes to visit the Morocco Court he takes with him from one hundred to one 
hundred and fifty slaves, girls and boys, to give as presents and to sell. 

On the recent occasion referred to he took with him more than three 
hundred, besides fifty children whom he lost en route from thirst, his way 
taking him across the desert, as he was afraid of being attacked himself on 
the journey. Our correspondent goes on to say that every one of the five 
hundred savages who accompany this official is a slave dealer carrying with 
him one or two children to sell between)'Tiznit and Fez. It is known that 
Ma EI Ainin has a Zawia at Fez, Rabat, Marrakesh and Mogador, every 
chief of the Zawia is a slave dealer, and it is to them that persons wishing to 
procure young slaves apply. 
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My Committee venture to think that this information, which they have 
every reason to believe is correct, as their correspondent is well informed and 
thoroughly to be relied upon, should be placed before you with a view to its 
being transmitted to H.M. Minister at Tangier, in order that it may be made 
use of when the time comes again to raise the anti-slavery question in 
Morocco. 

I have, ete., 
(Signed) Travers Buxton, Secretary. 


Rep ty. 
Foreren Orricr, November 1, 1907. 
Sir,—I am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to thank you for your 
letter of the 28th ultimo in which you were good enough to furnish this 


Department with certain information regarding the traffic in slaves carried 
on by the Moorish shereef Ma El Ainin. 


The information in question will be communicated to His Majesty’s 
Minister at Tangier. 
I am, Sir, etc., 
j (Signed) W. Lanauey. 
The Secretary to the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society. 


ee 
+¢ 





Review. 
Freperick Dovetass. By Booker T. Washington.* 


WE welcome another book by Dr. Booker Washington, who has found a con- 
genial subject in Frederick Douglass, the champion of freedom for the 
American coloured race, himself a negro, and born a slave. 

The life of Douglass covered the thrilling years of the anti-slavery 
struggle in the United States, ‘‘ the period,” as Dr. Washington calls it, ‘ of 
revolution and liberation,’ which has now given place to “the period of con- 
struction and readjustment.” A link with the latter is found in the last 
years of Douglass, who in 1893 delivered a course of lectures in which he 
dealt with the crime of lynching, a sinister symptom of racial feeling which 
clouded the end of hig long life. 


Douglass’ career is full of picturesque and dramatic incidents, from his 
hardly won escape from slavery in 18388, to his interview with President 
Abraham Lincoln at the time of the Civil War, and the proud day when, as 
Marshal of the District of Columbia, it was his duty to escort General Gar- 
field to the Capitol at Washington, on his inauguration as President of the 
United States. 

It needed a man of no common courage or abilities, not only to raise 
himself from the obscure and hopeless position of a plantation slave to a 
* London: Hodder and Stoughton. 
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leader of men, but to throw himself heart and soul into the struggte for free- 
dom for his race, and to'win at length the respect of and honours from all 
sections of his American countrymen. 


Of especial interest to the Anti-Slavery Society are the incidents related 
of Donglass’ first visit to England in 1845, when he met Thomas Clarkson 
at the close of his long life of service to the anti-slavery cause, and the 
presentation to Douglass, by our Society, of a Bible bound in gold. In 
acknowledging the gift, Frederick Douglass recalled the days when, as a slave 
boy, he picked up loose leaves of the Bible from the gutters, and washed and 
dried them, in order to gain some knowledge of its teaching, and now—behold 
the change ! 

“Tnstead of culling the Scriptures from the mud, they come to me dressed 
in polished gold as the free and unsolicited gift of devoted hearts.” 

At the time when Douglass escaped from slavery in 1838, slavery was, 
in Dr. Washington’s words, “ the one great and overshadowing fact in our 
national life.” North as well as South was, directly or indirectly, interested 
in maintaining the economic value of slave labour, and there was a close 
community of interest between the South and the capitalists of the North. 
The trend of all national legislation was directly opposed to emancipation. 
The supply of slaves was kept up by importations, in spite of the ostensible 
prohibition of the slave trade, and feeling against the abolitionists ran very 
high. 


Anti Slavery Societies had been formed early in the thirties, and the 
movement had quickly assumed great proportions. It was a peaceful move- 
ment, arid the Quaker element in it was strong and important. 

“ Appeal to the people by public addresses and through the medium of the 

Press, constituted the only method of fighting. Agitators on behalf of this 
cause flooded the country with facts, figures, and arguments. . . . They 
urged this issue so persistently, that no other question was permitted to equal 
it in public interest. They set out with the determination that there was to 
be no peace, no ease of conscience, no further prosperity, no national glory 
until this question of slavery was settled and settled right.” 

In this conflict Frederick Douglass took a prominent part both with voice 
and pen, from the year 1841 down to the Emancipation Proclamation at the 
end of the Civil War, and the difficult period of reconstruction which 
followed it. His close connection with the ‘“‘ Underground Railroad,” and 
with John Brown, are outstanding events in his life, which are well dealt 
with by Dr. Washington. It is of no small interest to learn that Douglass 
was deeply impressed with the importance for his race of learning mechanical 
trades, when prejudice inthe North was stronger among those engaged in 
these trades than any other people. Like his distinguished biographer, 
Douglass held that the coloured people must make themselves indispensable 
to their white countrymen through “their everyday cardinal wants.” 

“The most telling, the most killing refutation of slavery is the presenta- 
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tion of an industrious, enterprising, thrifty and intelligent free black popula- 

tion.” 

Again in an address to coloured people at Nashville, Tennessee, in 1873, 
he said — 

“ Accumulate property. . . . No people can ever maéke any social and 
mental improvement, whose exertions are limited. Poverty is our greatest 
calamity.” 

In this he certainly foreshadowed the line of policy which has been so 
ably advocated by Booker Washington, and as the latter tells us in these 
pages, Hampton, Tuskegee, and other similar institutions are now putting 
Douglass’ teachings into practice. 


It is discouraging to think that to-day, nearly half a century after the 
Civil War, the negro problem in the United States remains not only un- 
solved, but still one of the most difficult and bafiling questions which ever 
perplexed a civilised nation. Dr, Washington admits that many of the 
animosities engendered by the old conflicts still survive, but he adds that 
changes are rapidly coming to pass which will “remove or at least greatly 
modify these lingering animosities.” We wish we could believe that this was a 
true prognostication, but with the condition of embittered racial feeling which 
is evidenced by the continued evils of lynching and by the disabilities and 
social boycott of the negro, and the huge abuses of the convict leasing system, 
almost ignored as they are in the States, we confess that Dr.- Washington’s 
words seem to us far more optimistic than the facts warrant. He allows 
that it was a grand mistake to take up the different problems of reconstruc- 
tion after the war from the standpoint of party politics, and he refers to the 
conferment of the rights of citizenship upon the freed men in the South as 
“ unwise,” though logical. 


Douglass was a strong advocate of negro enfranchisement, but it was no 
selfish ambition that animated him. It is greatly to-his honour that he 
resisted the temptation to become a party politician and took up the burden 
of the coloured people in a very practical way. The public honours and re- 
sponsibilities which came to him were well merited, and he kept throughout 
his life in close touch with the needs of the time. 

The life and work of Douglass are linked to the present time by the fact 
that the unveiling of the monument erected to his memory in Rochester, N.Y., 
was the occasion of an address by Mr. Roosevelt, then Governor of New 
York State, who declared that the lesson taught by Douglass was— 

“A lesson of truth, of honesty, of fearless courage, of striving for the right ; 
the lesson of distinguished and fearless performance of civic duty.” 
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NEW MEMBER OF COMMITTEE. 


Mr. A.Frep W. Oxe, of Southampton, has been elected a member of the 
Committee of the Anti-Slavery Society, 











